Tracking Snapping Turtles (Chelydra serpentina ) Using Acoustic Telemetry
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Background Results Methods

Common snapping turtles (Chelydra serpentina) are
freshwater turtles that spend most time in water
environment.
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Figure 1. Image of a Common Snapping Figure 3. Histogram of detection counts of snapping turtles (Chelydra serpentina , N=12) by hour of the day over 7 Figure 6. Example of a transmitter attacheq to a snapping turtle using super glue and plumber epoxy. This device
Acoustic telemetry, common for tracking aquatic Turtle (Chelydra serpentina; Image taken months. Peak detection time varied across individuals; however, overall detections occurred the highest during mid-day was placed on the bottom part of 12 snapping turtle carapaces. Turtles were tagged from late May to Late June.
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Figure 2. Locations of acoustic receivers deployed to track common snapping turtles in interconnected lakes Figure 5. Map showing where snapping turtle 9318 was detected over 7 months. The release E E
by a colored circle. The inset photo (bottom right) shows lakes environment, along with a map of Nova Scotia highlighting top right links turtle 9318 to Figure 4, which shows detections during this period.

the study area with a red dot.




